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Entrepreneur 
of the year: 
MD for Howletts and 
Port Lympne Scoops 
prestigious award 

 

 
Bob O’Connor receives Entrepreneur of the Year Award, 

presented by Marcus Wright, Enterprise Manager, Kent 

Innovation & Enterprise 

 

Mr Bob O’Connor, Managing Director of Howletts Wild Animal Park and Port Lympne Reserve has been awarded 
Entrepreneur of the Year 2015 by Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce.   
 
Bob received his award at the Chamber’s Annual Business Awards Dinner on Tuesday 24

th
 March 2015, held at 

Canterbury Cathedral Lodge. 
 
Bob Said: ‘I am honoured and delighted to be awarded Entrepreneur of the Year. Over the last eleven years as MD of 
two of the county’s most popular visitor attractions, my team and I have worked hard to turn the parks into profit 
making businesses – enabling us to continue our vital conservation work, both here in the UK and overseas.  I’m very 
proud of what we have achieved.’ 
 

Now in their 10th year, the Awards have been described as a great catalyst to promote excellence in business within 
Kent. 
 

Jo James, Chief Executive Kent Invicta Chamber said: ‘Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce would like to congratulate 
all of the winners and finalists and everyone else who entered this year’s Awards. The standard was exceptionally high 
which made the job of the judging panel a very difficult one indeed. The quality and quantity of applications received 
this year just goes to show what an entrepreneurial County we work in.’ 
 

Port Lympne Reserve and Howletts Wild Animal Park work with The Aspinall Foundation, a world leading conservation 
charity.  The parks, in Kent are two of the County’s most popular visitor attractions.  Profits from the parks and 
accommodation at Port Lympne Reserve go towards helping The Aspinall Foundation’s efforts to save rare and 
endangered species, both in the UK and overseas. 
 

For further information about Howletts Wild Animal Park, Port Lympne Reserve and The Aspinall Foundation 
please visit www.aspinallfoundation.org  

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.aspinallfoundation.org/


Editor’s Notes 
 

 Howletts Wild Animal Park and Port Lympne Reserve work with The Aspinall Foundation, a world leading 
conservation charity.  The parks, in Kent are two of the County’s most popular visitor attractions.  Profits 
from the parks in Kent and accommodation at Port Lympne Reserve go towards helping The Aspinall 
Foundation’s efforts to save rare and endangered species, both in the UK and overseas. 
 

 Howletts Wild Animal Park and Port Lympne Reserve in Kent, working in conjunction with The 
Aspinall Foundation, are some of the most successful breeders of captive endangered animals in the 
world. With unrivalled achievements in husbandry, the conservation charity boasts 135 gorilla 
births, 33 black rhino, 123 clouded leopards, 33 Javan gibbons, 104 Javan langur and 20 African 
elephants 
 

 Howletts Wild Animal Park and Port Lympne Reserve were awarded Best Leisure and Tourism 
Business at the 2012 and 2013 KEiBA awards. 
 

 Howletts Wild Animal Park and Port Lympne Reserve are members of VisitEngland’s accreditation 
scheme for quality visitor attractions VAQAS. 
 

 Howletts Wild Animal Park and Port Lympne Reserve are members of the UK Inbound organisation – 
one of the leading trade associations in the UK Tourism industry and the only association to focus 
exclusively on the inbound tourism sector. 

 

 The Aspinall Foundation celebrated 30 years of animal conservation in 2014.  Since it was founded in 
April 1984, the charity has become world-leaders in animal conservation; helping to protect a wide 
range of critically endangered species internationally, including western lowland gorillas and black 
rhino, and has pioneered ground-breaking reintroduction projects. 
 

 The Aspinall Foundation manages conservation projects in Congo, Gabon, Indonesia and 
Madagascar, as well as providing financial support to various partner projects around the world. The 
conservation charity’s important work helps prevent some of the most endangered species on the 
planet from becoming extinct. 
 

 
 

Information  

The Aspinall Foundation 

Port Lympne 

Nr Ashford 

Kent CT21 4PD 

 Follow Us 

 https://www.facebook.com/portlympne  

@PortLympnePark 

 portlympnereseve 

Contacts 
 

For further information / Use of pictures / Interviews 

The Aspinall Foundation: +44(0)1303 234 184 / +44(0)1303 234 161 
Amanda McCabe:     amandam@aspinallfoundation.org   
Kim Downes: kimd@aspinallfoundation.org   
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