
 

 
MAJOR DEVELOPMENT PLANNED 
AT WEST MIDLAND SAFARI PARK 
 
PRESS STATEMENT 
 
We are absolutely delighted with the outcome of the meeting held on 
Tuesday, 15th September 2015 to discuss our plans to develop a water park, 
hotel and conference centre at West Midland Safari Park. It is a plan that we 
have been working on for over eight years and final approval is immensely 
rewarding.  
 
We appreciate some of the concerns raised at the meeting regarding increased 
traffic coming into the area. This is something that we have always managed 
well and even on public holidays no queuing traffic can be seen outside the 
Park.  There are some hold-ups mostly caused by traffic reaching 
Kidderminster. Nonetheless, we will continue to work with the local planners 
and highways to improve routes for the future and continue to manage traffic 
responsibly. 
 
This £80m project will consist of an indoor water park scheduled to open in 
2017, a 250-room hotel is planned to follow in 2020, along with a 1000 
delegate conference centre.  Plans also include improvements to 
transportation and working closely with the Severn Valley Railway to build a 
new SVR rail halt alongside the animal reserves, as well as an internal 
monorail link. Additionally, Local District plans are already in place for a 
new Kidderminster station, where we will connect with Network Rail to 
promote rail travel as an alternative transportation method to reach the Park.  
 
A multi-million pound upgrade of the safari drive is also on the cards. This 
will transform the safari park from a 3-star day visitor attraction to a four-star 
resort of national significance. 
 
An independent economic impact assessment has already shown that the 
development will initially generate an additional 292 local full-time 
equivalent jobs in Wyre Forest. This is likely to increase significantly to well 
over 1,000 when the hotel and conference centre opens. 
 
This landmark development safeguards the future of West Midland Safari 
Park as a world-class destination and will provide job security for generations 
to come. It will help to drive business growth and will form an important part 
in further enhancing the area’s visitor and business tourism offer.  
 
West Midland Safari Park is already one of the leading visitor attractions in 
the West Midlands, attracting 750,000 visitors annually. It includes the UK’s 
longest drive through safari with over 1600 animals; 28 family and thrill 
rides, Discovery Trail, African Village and new £2.5m Dinosaur exhibit 
featuring 38 life-size animatronic dinosaurs. 
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